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Community Engagement for Sustainable Living, 2010 - 2014

This new project will enable local people - community groups, schools, businesses, health centres and individuals - throughout South Manchester to create and sustain projects which improve their locality and livelihoods.

Action for Sustainable Living (AfSL) has been awarded over £325,000 from the Big Lottery’s Reaching Communities programme for a four year project which will involve people from sixteen wards in South Manchester. AfSL will work with local communities to make a real and lasting difference to their local environment, raise environmental awareness and strengthen community action.
What will the project mean for people in South Manchester?

1 A chance for hundreds of people to get involved in environmental projects to improve their community

2 An opportunity for at least 50 local people to become volunteer Local Project Managers, identifying local priorities and leading volunteer projects in their areas, with training and support from project staff

3 Specialised  training, support and funding for at least 600 volunteers to achieve local projects and improve their communities

4 A stronger local voice and a forum for local people and local organizations to talk to decision-makers and influence local decisions through a new South Manchester Environmental Forum

5 A chance for individuals,  community and youth groups , local schools, health centres, hospitals, businesses  and many different sections of the community to come together and play an active part in changing and improving their local environment
6 Activities might include waste reduction and clean-ups; land reclamation and recycling campaigns; healthy food growing and community gardening; setting up safe play and recreation areas; travel planning and cycling; promoting fair trade and local businesses and suppliers; tackling fuel poverty;  reducing energy use and water conservation. 
Action for Sustainable Living was a joint winner of the Guardian Charity Awards in 2008: the judges 'were struck by how much Action for Sustainable Living has achieved with tiny resources by harnessing the might of volunteers.' 

We act as a catalyst in bringing individuals and groups together to develop local solutions and take action for sustainable living.  We actively seek local partners and work other agencies to better support local groups in addressing local challenges and developing and implementing local solutions to bring about change. 

Local action groups and networks are a key way to support change.  A consumer forum in Manchester in 2005 called on politicians and policy-makers to 'help people to act together: it's easier to change our habits as a community, rather than individually'. People want to know that they are part of something bigger, and something that their neighbours, friends and family are also involved in. They want feedback about the success and impact of their individual actions; they want to embark on easy actions with obvious paybacks. They want to see the effects of these actions locally, rather than on others far away. 

By working together with local people to achieve environmental projects which they have identified as a priority for their communities, this project will help to increase outdoor activities, promote healthy living and create high quality, accessible and well-maintained green spaces. It will also promote greater awareness of the need to live more sustainably.

We will provide training and support for volunteers to work together to enhance their home and community environment.  We will train and support them to initiate and undertake environmental projects which have lasting value and benefit.  Some volunteers will be able to become Local Project Managers, identifying local priorities and leading volunteer projects to address them.
Over the life of the project, we will recruit new volunteers and Local Project Managers, and expand the projects and opportunities for people to participate across a large area of South Manchester and on a significant scale.  We hope that these projects and opportunities will increase people’s skills and give them confidence to take further steps. 

We will build links between different sections of the community and involve local schools, community and youth groups, health centres and hospitals and businesses.  By creating a South Manchester Environmental Forum in which local people actively participate, we will increase awareness of environmental issues and enable local people to participate in decisions which affect their communities. 

Start date:  1st May 2010

For more information visit our website – www.afsl.org.uk – or phone 0845 634 4510
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