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An Introduction to Action for Sustainable Living
As our name suggests, we aim to support people to live more sustainably (website www.afsl.org.uk). Our unique approach, however, is doing that in the context of the individual's local community, so that local issues and priorities are tackled and resolved locally. 
Action for Sustainable Living harnesses the passion, enthusiasm and skill of volunteers to work in their own communities. To do that, we focus on recruiting, training and supporting local people to promote sustainable living in all its aspects. We help to bridge the gap between national aspirations for emissions reductions and sustainable development, and the changes in everyday living that are necessary to realise them.  
We are able to reach those parts that other organisations can’t and help create stronger, safer communities by empowering people and building capacity.
Our core values are:-

· Holistic (we cover all aspects of sustainability)
· Positive (we emphasise that it is possible to change the world)
· People-centred (we start where the individual is)
· Local (local communities solving local issues)
· Committed to inspiring and supporting change (we make it happen)
Based in Greater Manchester and Liverpool, we have developed a coherent model of service delivery and established a strong track record of delivering real change on the ground.

We provide two main services:-

1)  ‘Sustainable Communities’: A Coordinator supports 15 volunteers to cover 12 wards (or similar sized communities) to raise the profile of sustainability in their neighbourhoods. From experience we know that each Coordinator will achieve the following annually:-

2,000 people spoken to about energy efficiency measures

2,000 pledges to make lifestyle changes

20 Action Groups, Projects or Events set up

4 Community Action Teams of Advocates set up

10 Group volunteering activities delivered

60 local people involved in regular volunteering

20 Talks/Workshops given to community groups

90 events attended

70 Community meetings attended

50 Articles and press releases written
We also know that the volunteers are likely to meet over 6,500 people in a wider context at community events.

2) ‘Sustainable Schools’: AfSL’s A Few Small Steps (AFSS) programme, links local schools with each other and supports them to achieve targets within the DCFS ‘s Sustainable Schools Framework. Our ‘whole school’ approach works with staff, students and the wider school community, encouraging children to implement what they have learnt at home, leading to further environmental benefits and embedding schools more firmly in their communities. Packages available range from one-off workshops with individual schools, to ongoing sustainability mentoring programmes with whole clusters. AFSS links to wider initiatives such as the Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC), Every Child Matters and the Healthy Schools agenda.
We hope this advocacy pack will whet your appetite to know more and we look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Chris Wright,

Director/Trustee, Action for Sustainable Living
AfSL were winners of a Guardian Charity Award 2008 and were also runners up in the National Energy Efficiency Awards 2008.
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