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Schools Volunteer 
Information

Thank you for your interest in volunteering with Action For Sustainable Living, on our schools program called ‘A Few Small Steps’. Please find below some information about our Schools Volunteer positions. 

About Us

Action for Sustainable Living (AfSL) is a charity that works across Manchester and Trafford. Our core focus is to engage people in lifestyle changes relating to sustainable living. Areas we engage in to do this have included: recycling, waste, clothing, energy, fair-trade, gardening, holidays, household, local food, transport and more. 

AfSL aims to help people to live more sustainably by focusing on the small steps we can each take in our daily lives towards achieving bigger changes in the wider world. We take a holistic view of the changes needed to bring about sustainable living and, as such, work with individuals, groups, communities, schools, businesses, colleges and universities. 

We only have a small team of paid staff, and the time skills and experience of volunteers are crucial to extending our work into communities, to help people to live more sustainable lives. Volunteers are a key to the organisation and its future. AFSL could not exist and achieve its aims without its volunteers. 

Our work was recognized by the Guardian Charity Award 2008, by nomination for best charity under £1 million at the 2010 Charity Times awards, and by support from major funding bodies that’s allowing us to extend and develop what we do.

Why Become a Schools Volunteer with us?

You will be working with a successful charity gaining experience of working in schools, and helping to spread the sustainability message. 

Our Schools Volunteers help support professional Education Officers to deliver classroom-based sessions on food, energy and waste to a variety of ages of children, through games quizzes and other interactive tasks. They also help support and supervise outdoor activities, from making little seed pots to planting Forest Gardens. As well as working with whole classes, we work with ‘Eco Teams’ of pupils, helping them set their schools sustainability agenda at meetings, and to carry out food energy and recycling audits in their schools. They can also get involved in helping develop our expanding program, and in refining how we work with different target groups.
This is a great opportunity to build up your skills and experience in a fully supported, friendly and positive environment. We return to schools over an academic year, so you will have the chance to see the impact of our program over time, and to see pupils develop their knowledge skills and teamwork - at the same time as developing your own!
Expenses

We do not want volunteers to be out of pocket, please keep receipts for any reasonable expenses such as bus, train or car expenses. Lunches are generally provided, although this varies from school to school. 

Promise Exchange

AFSL make the following promises to all volunteers involved in AFSL projects and support

We promise to
· Inform you on how to live life more sustainably

· Try to match projects with your interests and availability

· Help you to develop your skills 

· Introduce you to other community members

· Give you feedback 

· Provide a reference on completion of the internship

· Ensure your health and safety (see AFSL Health and Safety policy)

· Report on our project activities 

· Approach any concerns you raise with sensitivity (see AfSL Problem Solving Procedure)

We ask that you promise the following when working on an AfSL project

· Share your experiences and knowledge

· Be realistic about what you can commit to

· Let us know if you cannot carry out any tasks you are responsible for

· Ask for our help

· Act responsibly

· Give us feedback

While there is no obligation, we also ask that you help promote sustainable living through the following:

· Tell your family, friends and colleagues about us 

· Encourage family, friends and colleagues to 'Take The Pledge' -copies of these will be made available at your induction.

· Take small steps to make your life more sustainable!

